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Jack Warner, is the Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the South Dakota 

public higher education system. Prior to this position, Dr. Warner spent seven years as 
Commissioner of the Rhode Island Board of Governors for Higher Education. Dr. Warner 
spent 32 years in the Massachusetts public higher education system, five as Vice 

Chancellor of the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education, two as Associate Chancellor at 
UMass Dartmouth and 17 as Dean of Student Affairs at Bristol Community College. He is a 
past president of NASPA and is a past chair of the Executive Committee of the State Higher 

Education Executive Officers (SHEEO). 
 

David Reynolds, is Head of the Department of Music at South Dakota State University. He 
holds the BME from the University of Kansas, the MM in trumpet performance from Florida 
State University, and the DMA in trumpet performance from the University of Maryland at 

College Park. Since joining the SDSU faculty, he has taught Romantic and 20th-century 
music literature, world music literature, and a Germany/Austria travel course for 

musicians and artists. He also teaches applied trumpet and coaches chamber groups. As a 
trumpeter, David enjoys teaching, coaching, and preparing inventive and sometimes 
unusual recitals each year. Recent recital themes have included “The Trumpet in Mixed 

Media,” “A Trumpet in our Time: Music by Living Composers,” and “Morning, Noon, and 
Night in Vienna.” He has performed both as a soloist and as a section member with 
numerous professional, semi-professional, and amateur groups. As a writer, he has 

contributed articles and reviews to Montana: The Magazine of Western History, the 
American Bandmasters Association’s Journal of Band Research, the International Trumpet 

Guild Journal, the South Dakota Musician, and the Montana Cadenza. He is the conductor 
of the Brookings Community Band, and conducts the Messiah Festival, the primary 
fundraiser for Billings Montana’s Meadowlark House for cancer patient care. Prior to 

coming to SDSU in 2005, he served on faculties in Montana and Colorado, and also served 
as a trumpeter with the United States Army Band (Pershing’s Own) in Washington, D.C. 
 

J.D. Ackman, is Professor of Theatre at South Dakota State University. He has been on the 
Theatre faculty since 1993. He holds an MFA in Acting from the University of Montana 

(1984). He currently serves as Director of Theatre for SDSU’s State University Theatre and 
Managing Director for SDSU’s Prairie Repertory Theatre. J.D. has performed in or directed 
nearly 150 theatre productions. He has taught more than a dozen different courses at 

SDSU. While he enjoys the challenges of his administrative duties, he most enjoys working 
with students and interacting with patrons of the theatre. J.D. lives in Brookings with his 

wife and son. 
 
Tim Steele, is the Head of the Visual Arts Department at SDSU. He has worked 

professionally as a graphic designer. His fine art work has been exhibited nationally and 
internationally. Professor Steele also works with companies, consulting and solving their 
visual communication needs.  He has been Professor of Graphic Design at SDSU since 

1985 and head of the Department of Arts since 2010. 
 

Dominant 7, demonstrates that band instruments are cool by performing up to three 45-
minute sets of music from symphonic excerpts to jazz to hip-hop. The group’s format of 
eight trumpets, electric bass and drums make for an ever-changing concert to delight 

audiences of all ages. Led by professional trumpet artist, lecturer and entertainer Dr. Grant 
Manhart, the group is composed of undergraduate students from Northern State  
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University. In addition to the success the ensemble has experienced on the national stage, 

the musicians center most of their performances in South Dakota during the school year, 
seeking to encourage participation in school music programs and enhance the enthusiasm 
of young musicians. Dominant 7 has played for over thirty South Dakota elementary and 

secondary school groups, including the South Dakota School for the Visually Handicapped, 
often using music written for the band by Dr. Manhart. The group has performed at 
JazzFest in Sioux Falls, as well as at the South Dakota State Fair. 

 
Ben Sayler, is a professor of physical science and mathematics at Black Hills State 

University and director of education at the Sanford Underground Research Facility. He has 
been helping to develop the underground laboratory since 2001 and has been on the 
faculty at Black Hills State University since 1999. Ben holds bachelors and master's 

degrees in geology and geophysics from Yale University and a Ph.D. in Atmospheric 
Sciences from the University of Washington. Ben, his wife, and their two boys enjoy soccer, 

running, and spending time in the outdoors. 
 
Deb Shephard, is a graduate of USD undergraduate and SDSU for her M.Ed. She has 

worked at Lake Area Technical Institute since 1978 in a variety of capacities: Instructor, 
Counselor, Registrar, Vice President, and President. 
 

Chris Paustian, was President of the Mitchell Technical Institute from 1985-2008, at which 
time he retired. He began his education career teaching marketing at Washington High 

School and Southeast Technical Institute from 1971-1975. From 1975 to 1985 Paustian 
was Director of the North Valley Vocational-Technical Center in Grafton, North Dakota. He 
is a graduate of the University of North Dakota College of Business and Public 

Administration and the College of Education and received his Masters Degree from the 
University of South Dakota School of Education in 1975. A native of Iowa, Paustian is a 
veteran of the United States Air Force. 

 
Phil Baird, is the Vice President of Academic, Career & Technical Education at United 

Tribes Technical College (UTTC) in Bismarck, N.D.  An enrolled member of the Rosebud 
Sioux Tribes (Sicangu Lakota), he has professional experiences working in agriculture, 
education, economic development, and Tribal gaming.  Much of his career work has been 

with Tribal colleges and universities.  In various leadership positions, he’s been active in 
promoting multi-cultural education, community and workplace diversity, leadership 

development, Tribal voter education, bison restoration, western heritage preservation, and 
rodeo. 
 

Cheryl Medearis, is the Department Chair of Education at Sinte Gleska University, a 
position she has held since 1990.  In addition, she is a faculty member in the Education 
Department and serves as the Vice President for Academic Affairs.  Ms. Medearis completed 

her BS degree in Elementary Education at Sinte Gleska College, through a partnership 
agreement of SGC and the University of South Dakota.  Like many non-traditional students 

attending college, she balanced working full-time as a teacher aid, raising her family, 
working on the ranch, and attending college.  After graduation, Ms. Medearis spent ten 
years in public education teaching in Wood and Mission, South Dakota.  In 1989, Ms. 

Medearis completed her M.Ed. degree at Sinte Gleska University and was a member of the 
first graduating class from a tribal institution to receive a Masters Degree. 
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Laurel Vermillion, a recognized member of the Hunkpapa-Lakota peoples of the Standing 

Rock Reservation, serves as president of Sitting Bull College.  She is married to husband 
Duane and together they have three children and five grandchildren.  Dr. Vermillion is an 
alumn of Sitting Bull College (SBC).  She began her higher education at SBC when it was 

known as Standing Rock Community College (SRCC).  She received her baccalaureate 
degree in Elementary Education through an articulation agreement between Standing Rock 
Community College and the University of North Dakota in 1980.  During her 14 years as an 

elementary school teacher for the Fort Yates, ND BIA School, she pursued and completed a 
Masters degree in Education Administration from the University of North Dakota.  Soon 

after, she relocated to Marty, SD and served as Principal at the Marty Indian School before 
moving back to the Standing Rock Reservation.  In 1995, she accepted the position of vice 
president of Academic Affairs at Sitting Bull College and eventually became vice president 

of Operations in 1999.  During her seven years as vice president of Operations at Sitting 
Bull College she completed a doctorate degree in Teaching and Learning, Higher Education 

from the University of North Dakota.  She is an active board member for numerous non-
profit and community service groups, including the Standing Rock Education Consortium, 
Standing Rock Education Leaders, the North Dakota Association of Tribal Colleges 

(NDATC), Recruiting American Indian Nurses (RAIN_ program, Crazy Horse Memorial 
Foundation, Travois New Markets, American Indian College Fund (AICF), and the American 
Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC). 

Rodney Parry, M.D., A native of Canistota, S.D., Rodney R. Parry, M.D. became the 13th 
dean of the medical school in 2004, a capacity in which he served until his retirement on 
April 1, 2012. Parry received his undergraduate degree in pharmacy at South Dakota State 

University in 1965 and a B.S. in medicine from USD in 1967. He earned his M.D. from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1969. Parry dedicated his life's work to the betterment of 
medicine and medical education in South Dakota and beyond. For 36 years, as a member 

of the medical school faculty, he taught and influenced generations of physicians and other 
medical professionals. During his career, Parry remained active in a variety of professional 

organizations. He served as president of the South Dakota State Medical Association in 
1998. In 2008, he was presented with the South Dakota State Medical Association 
Presidential Award, and from 1986 to 2004, Parry served as the director of the USD Cystic 

Fibrosis Center. He was also chair, Medical School Section, American Medical Association 
from 2007-2008. 

Patricia Anderson, has been the Director at the Devereaux Library at the South Dakota 

School of Mines & Technology in Rapid City since 1996.  As a faculty member in Social 
Sciences she participates in faculty events, advising students in the Interdisciplinary 
Science program and over the years has taught credit courses in Internet and web design. 

She’s also involved in several committees and groups related to the campus and to libraries 
in general including the State Historical Records Advisory Board. She is a member of the 
SDLN (South Dakota Library Network) Advisory Council; an elected member of the 

Executive Committee for SDLN; the elected chair of the Government Documents committee 
for SDLN; and a general member of the South Dakota Library Association as well as a 

member of the Academic Section.   
 
Laurie Langland, has been the university archivist at Dakota Wesleyan University in 

Mitchell since 2000 and archivist for the Dakotas Conference of the United Methodist  
Church since 2007. She is a member of the South Dakota State Historical Society Board of 
Trustees and the South Dakota State Historical Records Advisory Board. A native of Fulton, 

SD, she has degrees form the University of South Dakota at Vermillion, the University of 
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Wisconsin School of Law at Madison, and the University of Arizona School of Information 

Resources and Library Science at Tucson.  
 
Tawa Ducheneaux, (Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma) relocated with family to Kyle, S.D. and 

has been with Oglala Lakota College since 2003.  She has worked as assistant director of 
Woksape Tipi Library & Archives and was appointed archivist in 2012.  Areas of interest 
include digitization, oral history, and development of online collections.  She is a Circle of 

Learning Scholar at San Jose State University’s School of Library and Information Science 
with an emphasis in Archival Studies and Records Management.  She anticipates receiving 

her MLIS degree in May 2014. 
 
Robert Russell, is the Director of Beulah Williams Library at Northern State University in 

Aberdeen, SD. In addition, he serves as the University Archivist, a position he has held for 
the past 8 years. He has been active in the areas of historic building preservation, 

document and image digitization, and preservation of manuscript materials. He is a 
member of the South Dakota State Historical Records Advisory Board. Previously, he served 
as the Archivist for the Conservation Collection at the Denver Public Library. He received 

his M.A. in history from Minnesota State University, Mankato and his M.L.I.S. from the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.   
 

Dan Genzler, Owner of Genz Communications, LLC, a communications company in Sioux 
Falls, S.D., Genzler is a writer, sports historian and has been a public relations 

professional for 25 years. He was sports information director (eight years) and media 
relations director (13 years) at the University of South Dakota for 21 years. Genzler, who 
has both M.A. and B.S. degrees from USD, has also worked in the newspaper industry, 

including serving as editor for Oahe Publishing Company (Potter County News, West River 
Progress, Eagle Butte News) for 1982-86 when he spent a year with the Mitchell Daily 
Republic before taking a position with USD. He was also editor of the Midwest Meetings 

Magazine and a web editor/writer at South Dakota State University. Genzler writes a 
regular high school sports blog at sportsbuzzard.com and also does high school football 

blogs for KSFY-TV (Gridiron Blitz, Focus on Five). He has worked at numerous, state, 
regional and national events, including at seven NCAA Division I Road to the Final Four 
basketball tourneys, as well as Summit League BB Tourney, Drake Relays and 

championship events in South Dakota (football, basketball and track and field). Genzler, 
who does analysis on high school/collegiate sports for TV, radio and print, is currently 

researching and writing a book about early South Dakota football. 
 
Mike Henriksen, Mike Henriksen has been covering sports in South Dakota for 35 years. 

He is currently the co-host of "Calling All Sports", a daily radio show that airs on 9 radio 
stations. He is also host of "Sportsmax", a weekly interview show that airs on 16 stations. 
Henriksen has served as the primary play by play voice for South Dakota Public 

Broadcasting's television coverage of the state high school basketball and football 
championships for the past 14 years. He also served as the narrator for a pair of SDPB's 

documentaries "100 Year, 100 Yards" and "Kings of the Court". Mike is very involved in the  
history of sports in the state. He spent a year researching and documenting athletic 
facilities in South Dakota that were built as part of the WPA program.  

 

 

http://sportsbuzzard.com/

